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The CGIAR Research Program (CRP) on Agriculture for Nutri-

tion and Health (A4NH) responds to the global challenge of im-

proving food security, nutrition, and health. CGIAR has a long leg-

acy of building global food security, but ensuring consumers can 

access enough healthy, affordable, and safe food requires a per-

spective that encompasses far more than agricultural productiv-

ity. 

In August 2015, A4NH submitted a pre-proposal for a second, six-

year phase of the program to begin in 2017. A full proposal will 

be submitted in March 2016 for approval. This brief describes 

what A4NH is building on in Ethiopia for its second phase.   

FEATURED A4NH PROJECTS BY FLAGSHIP 

FLAGSHIP 1: BIOFORTIFICATION 

Biofortification builds on the strong track record of the Har-

vestPlus program. During Phase I of A4NH, HarvestPlus transi-

tioned from development to delivery phase. During Phase II, the 

flagship will deliver outcomes at scale (reaching 20 million farm 

households by 2020) and conduct research to fill key evidence 

gaps and to learn lessons from delivery for future research and 

scaling. As part of building an enabling environment for biofortifi-

cation in the future, the flagship will engage in policy analysis and 

advocacy at national and international levels and build capacity 

of key research and development partners to mainstream biofor-

tification in their research and programming.  

In 2015, HarvestPlus expanded its activities to Ethiopia, including 

it as one of the nine target countries. 

Projects that informed Flagship 1 work in Ethiopia 
• Nutritional Quality Assurance and Enhancement Net-

work (NQAEN) 

Led by the International Potato Center (CIP) and funded by A4NH, 

HarvestPlus, and the International Center for Tropical Agriculture 

(CIAT), the NQAEN aims to build and strengthen capacities to en-

able researchers in different target regions worldwide to conduct 

accurate and cost-effective assessment of micronutrient content 

of sweet potato and potato, to guarantee food safety of bioforti-

fied clones by keeping low levels of antinutrients in target envi-

ronments, to contribute to building evidence that minerals of bio-

fortified sweet potato and potato clones and their products are 

bioavailable for the human body, and that phenolics in sweet po-

tato and potato have a health promoting role.  

FLAGSHIP 2: FOOD SAFETY 

The flagship on Food Safety conducts targeted research on 

specific food safety issues as well as by generating evidence on 

what approaches are likely to work and how an enabling environ-

ment for innovative approaches to food safety can be achieved 

and sustained in informal markets. The high priority food safety 

issues for Phase II are biological contamination of perishable 

products and aflatoxins in staple crops. The flagship will scale-up 

successfully piloted solutions alongside rigorous monitoring and 

impact evaluations to increase understanding of the incentives, 

capacity, and enabling policy environment required for successful 

delivery at scale. At the same time, it will continue to generate 

evidence on food safety risks, and their assessment, communica-

tion, and management. In close collaboration with the CRPs cov-

ering livestock, fish, and grain legumes,  this flagship will reach 

tens of millions of consumers, millions of farmers, and thousands 

of market agents working in priority countries in Africa and Asia. 

Projects that informed Flagship 2 work in Ethiopia 
• Aflatoxin coordination across CGIAR and gap filling ded-

icated to Ethiopia 

 Led by the International Livestock Research Center (ILRI) and 

funded by A4NH, this project aims to assess the level of aflatoxin 

contamination in dairy value chains in Ethiopia, identify research 

gaps in aflatoxin research, and provide evidence, risk assess-

ments and best-bet interventions for policy makers.   

Farmers sort tomatoes in Ethiopia. Credit: S.Bachenheimer/World Bank 
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Farmers sort tomatoes in Ethiopia. Credit: S.Bachenheimer/World Bank 
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Photovoice: Assessment of perceived food environment



Individual level - “not rotten” = 
healthy



Social level - “we have no say”

“my mom cooks 
everything for me.” –
Boy, GS

“My mom is the one who cooks everything for us. 
We have no say in what we eat or want to eat. We 
have to have what she gives us.” (FGD, Boys, GS)

 PROJECT NOTE 01  |  JANUARY 1 2015 

Ethiopia   

A4NH COUNTRY CONSULTATION NOTE | OCTOBER 2015 
 

The CGIAR Research Program (CRP) on Agriculture for Nutri-

tion and Health (A4NH) responds to the global challenge of im-

proving food security, nutrition, and health. CGIAR has a long leg-

acy of building global food security, but ensuring consumers can 

access enough healthy, affordable, and safe food requires a per-

spective that encompasses far more than agricultural productiv-

ity. 

In August 2015, A4NH submitted a pre-proposal for a second, six-

year phase of the program to begin in 2017. A full proposal will 

be submitted in March 2016 for approval. This brief describes 

what A4NH is building on in Ethiopia for its second phase.   

FEATURED A4NH PROJECTS BY FLAGSHIP 

FLAGSHIP 1: BIOFORTIFICATION 

Biofortification builds on the strong track record of the Har-

vestPlus program. During Phase I of A4NH, HarvestPlus transi-

tioned from development to delivery phase. During Phase II, the 

flagship will deliver outcomes at scale (reaching 20 million farm 

households by 2020) and conduct research to fill key evidence 

gaps and to learn lessons from delivery for future research and 

scaling. As part of building an enabling environment for biofortifi-

cation in the future, the flagship will engage in policy analysis and 

advocacy at national and international levels and build capacity 

of key research and development partners to mainstream biofor-

tification in their research and programming.  

In 2015, HarvestPlus expanded its activities to Ethiopia, including 

it as one of the nine target countries. 

Projects that informed Flagship 1 work in Ethiopia 
• Nutritional Quality Assurance and Enhancement Net-

work (NQAEN) 

Led by the International Potato Center (CIP) and funded by A4NH, 

HarvestPlus, and the International Center for Tropical Agriculture 

(CIAT), the NQAEN aims to build and strengthen capacities to en-

able researchers in different target regions worldwide to conduct 

accurate and cost-effective assessment of micronutrient content 

of sweet potato and potato, to guarantee food safety of bioforti-

fied clones by keeping low levels of antinutrients in target envi-

ronments, to contribute to building evidence that minerals of bio-

fortified sweet potato and potato clones and their products are 

bioavailable for the human body, and that phenolics in sweet po-

tato and potato have a health promoting role.  

FLAGSHIP 2: FOOD SAFETY 

The flagship on Food Safety conducts targeted research on 

specific food safety issues as well as by generating evidence on 

what approaches are likely to work and how an enabling environ-

ment for innovative approaches to food safety can be achieved 

and sustained in informal markets. The high priority food safety 

issues for Phase II are biological contamination of perishable 

products and aflatoxins in staple crops. The flagship will scale-up 

successfully piloted solutions alongside rigorous monitoring and 

impact evaluations to increase understanding of the incentives, 

capacity, and enabling policy environment required for successful 

delivery at scale. At the same time, it will continue to generate 

evidence on food safety risks, and their assessment, communica-

tion, and management. In close collaboration with the CRPs cov-

ering livestock, fish, and grain legumes,  this flagship will reach 

tens of millions of consumers, millions of farmers, and thousands 

of market agents working in priority countries in Africa and Asia. 

Projects that informed Flagship 2 work in Ethiopia 
• Aflatoxin coordination across CGIAR and gap filling ded-

icated to Ethiopia 

 Led by the International Livestock Research Center (ILRI) and 

funded by A4NH, this project aims to assess the level of aflatoxin 

contamination in dairy value chains in Ethiopia, identify research 

gaps in aflatoxin research, and provide evidence, risk assess-

ments and best-bet interventions for policy makers.   

Farmers sort tomatoes in Ethiopia. Credit: S.Bachenheimer/World Bank 

“Because mothers usually want the best for their 
children and want to feed them good food which 
helps them grow… My mom …doesn’t let me eat 
raw meat because it would make me sick.” (Girl, 14 
years, PS)

”…my father usually buys me cakes and soft drinks 
but my mother doesn’t let me have that.” (FGD 
mixed, PS)



Physical level - “it disgusts me”
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“This is a market place and it 
is not clean at all. The food 
sold here might be attractive 
but because the surrounding 
is not clean it doesn’t invite 
you to buy and consume it.” 
(Girl, 15 years, PS)

“You can see the packed food 
here and you can read their 
contents and understand what 
you want to eat.” (Boy 17 
years, GS) - Figure 3



Macro level - “we go for cheap stuff” 

“Usually cheap foods are 
unhealthy. Healthy foods are 
expensive…we go for cheap stuff 
sold on the streets. Had both 
healthy and unhealthy food the 
same price we wouldn’t buy 
cheap food we would have 
options.”- Boy, 17y, GS
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cation in the future, the flagship will engage in policy analysis and 

advocacy at national and international levels and build capacity 

of key research and development partners to mainstream biofor-

tification in their research and programming.  

In 2015, HarvestPlus expanded its activities to Ethiopia, including 

it as one of the nine target countries. 

Projects that informed Flagship 1 work in Ethiopia 
• Nutritional Quality Assurance and Enhancement Net-

work (NQAEN) 

Led by the International Potato Center (CIP) and funded by A4NH, 

HarvestPlus, and the International Center for Tropical Agriculture 

(CIAT), the NQAEN aims to build and strengthen capacities to en-

able researchers in different target regions worldwide to conduct 

accurate and cost-effective assessment of micronutrient content 

of sweet potato and potato, to guarantee food safety of bioforti-

fied clones by keeping low levels of antinutrients in target envi-

ronments, to contribute to building evidence that minerals of bio-

fortified sweet potato and potato clones and their products are 

bioavailable for the human body, and that phenolics in sweet po-

tato and potato have a health promoting role.  

FLAGSHIP 2: FOOD SAFETY 

The flagship on Food Safety conducts targeted research on 

specific food safety issues as well as by generating evidence on 

what approaches are likely to work and how an enabling environ-

ment for innovative approaches to food safety can be achieved 

and sustained in informal markets. The high priority food safety 

issues for Phase II are biological contamination of perishable 

products and aflatoxins in staple crops. The flagship will scale-up 

successfully piloted solutions alongside rigorous monitoring and 

impact evaluations to increase understanding of the incentives, 

capacity, and enabling policy environment required for successful 

delivery at scale. At the same time, it will continue to generate 

evidence on food safety risks, and their assessment, communica-

tion, and management. In close collaboration with the CRPs cov-

ering livestock, fish, and grain legumes,  this flagship will reach 

tens of millions of consumers, millions of farmers, and thousands 

of market agents working in priority countries in Africa and Asia. 

Projects that informed Flagship 2 work in Ethiopia 
• Aflatoxin coordination across CGIAR and gap filling ded-

icated to Ethiopia 

 Led by the International Livestock Research Center (ILRI) and 

funded by A4NH, this project aims to assess the level of aflatoxin 

contamination in dairy value chains in Ethiopia, identify research 

gaps in aflatoxin research, and provide evidence, risk assess-

ments and best-bet interventions for policy makers.   

Farmers sort tomatoes in Ethiopia. Credit: S.Bachenheimer/World Bank 
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The CGIAR Research Program (CRP) on Agriculture for Nutri-

tion and Health (A4NH) responds to the global challenge of im-

proving food security, nutrition, and health. CGIAR has a long leg-

acy of building global food security, but ensuring consumers can 

access enough healthy, affordable, and safe food requires a per-

spective that encompasses far more than agricultural productiv-

ity. 

In August 2015, A4NH submitted a pre-proposal for a second, six-

year phase of the program to begin in 2017. A full proposal will 

be submitted in March 2016 for approval. This brief describes 

what A4NH is building on in Ethiopia for its second phase.   

FEATURED A4NH PROJECTS BY FLAGSHIP 

FLAGSHIP 1: BIOFORTIFICATION 

Biofortification builds on the strong track record of the Har-

vestPlus program. During Phase I of A4NH, HarvestPlus transi-

tioned from development to delivery phase. During Phase II, the 

flagship will deliver outcomes at scale (reaching 20 million farm 

households by 2020) and conduct research to fill key evidence 

gaps and to learn lessons from delivery for future research and 

scaling. As part of building an enabling environment for biofortifi-

cation in the future, the flagship will engage in policy analysis and 

advocacy at national and international levels and build capacity 

of key research and development partners to mainstream biofor-

tification in their research and programming.  

In 2015, HarvestPlus expanded its activities to Ethiopia, including 

it as one of the nine target countries. 

Projects that informed Flagship 1 work in Ethiopia 
• Nutritional Quality Assurance and Enhancement Net-

work (NQAEN) 

Led by the International Potato Center (CIP) and funded by A4NH, 

HarvestPlus, and the International Center for Tropical Agriculture 

(CIAT), the NQAEN aims to build and strengthen capacities to en-

able researchers in different target regions worldwide to conduct 

accurate and cost-effective assessment of micronutrient content 

of sweet potato and potato, to guarantee food safety of bioforti-

fied clones by keeping low levels of antinutrients in target envi-

ronments, to contribute to building evidence that minerals of bio-

fortified sweet potato and potato clones and their products are 

bioavailable for the human body, and that phenolics in sweet po-

tato and potato have a health promoting role.  

FLAGSHIP 2: FOOD SAFETY 

The flagship on Food Safety conducts targeted research on 

specific food safety issues as well as by generating evidence on 

what approaches are likely to work and how an enabling environ-

ment for innovative approaches to food safety can be achieved 

and sustained in informal markets. The high priority food safety 

issues for Phase II are biological contamination of perishable 

products and aflatoxins in staple crops. The flagship will scale-up 

successfully piloted solutions alongside rigorous monitoring and 

impact evaluations to increase understanding of the incentives, 

capacity, and enabling policy environment required for successful 

delivery at scale. At the same time, it will continue to generate 

evidence on food safety risks, and their assessment, communica-

tion, and management. In close collaboration with the CRPs cov-

ering livestock, fish, and grain legumes,  this flagship will reach 

tens of millions of consumers, millions of farmers, and thousands 

of market agents working in priority countries in Africa and Asia. 

Projects that informed Flagship 2 work in Ethiopia 
• Aflatoxin coordination across CGIAR and gap filling ded-

icated to Ethiopia 

 Led by the International Livestock Research Center (ILRI) and 

funded by A4NH, this project aims to assess the level of aflatoxin 

contamination in dairy value chains in Ethiopia, identify research 

gaps in aflatoxin research, and provide evidence, risk assess-

ments and best-bet interventions for policy makers.   

Farmers sort tomatoes in Ethiopia. Credit: S.Bachenheimer/World Bank 
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