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SDGs – leaving no one behind?
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Equal outcomes

Equitable 

processes



Equity and equality Underpinned by moral equality: people should be treated as equals. 
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Marginalization
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‘the treatment of a person, group, or concept as insignificant or peripheral’



Nutrition equity framework
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Nisbett and Harris 2019 (draft)



Concepts and definitions used in this study

Equity

• unequal outcomes stratified by personal characteristics 

• human capital and resources available to people 

• structural determinants shaping the socio-political context

Food and agriculture

• including terms relating to primary production, value chains, food safety, 

food security, and environment 

Nutrition and health

• including terms relating to diets, undernutrition, overnutrition, clinical 

health, occupational health, and environmental health

7



Review methods

• How does ANH research address 

equity issues in LMICs?

• How has a focus on equity changed 

over time in ANH research?

• How do different ANH disciplines 

understand and research equity?
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Change over time

2008

• First Lancet undernutrition 
series

• Food price crisis

• Copenhagen consensus

• Commission on social 
determinants of health report

2020

• Global Nutrition Report focus 
on equity
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Discipline and approach
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ANH concepts in the reviewed literature
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Equity concepts in the reviewed literature
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Trends in topics
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Equity in ANH



Different levels of equity
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• Most papers looked at unequal outcomes (including intersectionality and 
core marginalisation studies)

• A significant number looked at social position or material circumstances 
making up human capital and resources 

• A smaller number of papers looked at the structural determinants of 
inequity such as social norms and values 



Summary

Within ANH:

• Within agriculture, the topic of primary production was best represented

• Within nutrition, it was undernutrition and diets

• Within health, it was occupational and clinical health

Within equity:

• Most papers looked at what the inequity problem is; 

• Fewer looked at how this inequity is shaped; 

• Fewer still looked at why the inequity exists in the first place.
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Gaps and research priorities

• Need more work on equity in all forms and at all levels!

• Need to consider the full range of possible aspects of marginalisation

• Lack of papers looking at intersectionality

• Continue to research human capital – but not only wealth!

• Need to utilise and extend existing literature on structural determinants of 

inequity
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Next steps
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Thank you

j.harris@ids.ac.uk

@justjody23 

20

mailto:j.harris@ids.ac.uk


Jody Harris, Research Fellow, Institute of  Development Studies (IDS)

Hazel Malapit, A4NH Gender Research Coordinator and Senior Research Coordinator, IFPRI

Questions?

Thank you for participating!
A recording and summary blog 

will be shared by email. 

To stay informed about this work, 
follow us on Twitter 

@A4NH_CGIAR


